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PREFACE

The mu]ltiple-front air war which confronted €he German Iuftwaffe in

the summer of 1941, with the outbreak of the war with the Soviet Unien,

L

represented == in terms of its intensity and geographic scope -- an un-
precedented innovation in the history of air warfare. In view of its
unfortunate outcome for the Germen Reich, it would seem to be mdvisable
to examine the reasons for this tragedy. In the meantime a good many
publications and source documents have come to light, so that an invest-
igation of the problem is now possible, Nevertheless we must bear in
mind from the very beginning of such an investigation that the time which
has elapsed since the events in question and the nature of the available
source materials preclude a really eritical analysis of the progress of
the multiple-front air war, especiially in regard to the overall measures
taken by the Iuftwaffe command in connection with its conduct.
Accordingly the present study must limit itself to providing a fur-
ther clarification -- on the basis of the sources presently available --
of the views generally held regarding the conduct of multiple-front air
warfare during the period from 1941 to 1945. The study is based on a
description of the problems of aerial warfare on a number of fronts, as
these problems arose to confront the Iuftwaffe top-level command. The
account of the progress of the air war and its effects on the developments
of ti2 war as a whole will provide a picture of the way in which Iuftwaffe
leaders sought to rmimsm resolve the problems of this new type of air em-
ployment. The author is well aware of the fact that the resulting cri- %

ticisms of the measures taken by the Luftwaffe command may well be rendered

77T =

inwalid or at least proved sabject to modification by the appearance oil’

—
2

additional socurce material.

=S

The study is restricted to the part played by the Luftwaffe flying

| 2871890
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must take into account the fact that a nation located on another continent,
remote and invulnerable, was arming itself at top speed for the encounter
with Germany and that there was no way in the world to make up for the
disparity of strength which was bound to ensue., The demands made on the
German Luftwaffe in operational theaters extending from the Atlantic to
the Volga, from the Aretic Sea to Iykix Libya, and including the heart
of the Heigh itself, simply exceeded the capabilities of its personnel
and materiel. The German Luftwaffe had never been strong enough to
withstand the requirements posed by an international war of attrition;
. it could hardly be expected to be stréng enough to prevail in such a
conflict! In the last analysis, it was lamost irrelevant whether the
air war was conducted on an offensive or defensive basis, whether certain
technological innovations were made at an earlier or later date, whether
the air units were employed in accordance with this method or that --
even whether Luftwaffe leaders made mistakes or not. For in the long
run the overwhelming siperiority of the enemy sir forces was bound to
“ triumph even over the very best of command apparatuses, the very best
of equipment, and the highest possible degree of courage and determinee
tion on the part of the troops. This should not be con$rued to mean
that, if the mistakes discussed in the present study had been avoided
and if the German Iuftwaffe had been employed more sffectively, there
might not have been a chance to slter the situation in favor of the
Reich, but rather that it is quite impossible to prove that other me-

5
tho#s would definitely have been capable of leading to thps goal!
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